
PLANNING BOARD

MINUTES

January 17 2012

400 pm

CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL

PRESENT

Ward Friszolowski Chairman
Don Breitweiser Vice Chairman

Mike Lehman Member
Ron Holehouse Member

Will Jacoby Member

ALSO PRESENT

Susan Churuti City Attorney
Catherine Hartley Senior Planner
Pamala Prell Deputy City Clerk

1 Approval ofMinutes

Member Lehman made a motion to approve the minutes of

December 20 2011 as written The motion was seconded by
Member Breitweiser and approved by a unanimous voice vote

2 Action items Public Hearings

a Ordinance No 201133 Change of Future Land Use designation
for 1307 Gulf Way from Residential High with the Resort Facilities Overlay
to Residential Low Medium

Chairman Friszolowski explained the procedures for the public hearing

Senior Planner Hartley explained that the zoning on this property was

changed from residential to Traditional Hotel District in 2008 She advised
that there was previously a 19 unit hotel on the property that has been

demolished and the lot is vacant Ms Hartley explained that this is a



Planning Board Meeting
January 17 2012

Page 2 of7

down zoning and will not have any additional impacts on water

transportation or sewer usage Ms Hartley explained that the applicant is

requesting to build three single family homes on the lots because

development of a hotel under the current regulations is not economically
feasibly

Attorney David Bacon 2959 1St Avenue North St Petersburg
representing the applicant advised that Mr Jacobs was present Attorney
Bacon advised that Mr Jacobs is considering building three single family
homes on the lots because after an extensive review of the current

regulations he concluded that the development of a hotel was not

economically feasible Attorney Bacon pointed out that the density and

intensity will be reduced by lowering the number of units from 19 transient

units to three single family homes

Mr Howard Jacobs 916 Indian Beach Drive Sarasota Florida advised

that after an extensive evaluation of the size of the lot the citys
regulations and the best use of the property it was determined that three

single family homes were his best option Mr Jacobs pointed out that he

would still consider building a hotel if the regulations were changed and

would allow for certain things that would be necessary to make it a

successful waterfront hotel He pointed out that a hotel with small rooms

and no swimming pool is not desirable to tourists He asked that the

board approve his application

Mr Jacobs answered the board members questions

Chairman Friszolowski called for audience comments

Mr Joe Caruso 1301 Gulf Way stated that he is not opposed to the

application and pointed out that there were problems with the current

Traditional Hotel District restrictions as outlined by Mr Jacobs Mr

Caruso stated that he felt that the burden to provide a buffer between this

property and his property should be placed on the applicant

Mr Dick Kanes 711 Boca Ciega Drive asked what these houses would
sell for

Mr Jacobs stated that the houses will be sold for whatever the market

value is at the time

Ms Melinda Pletcher 2281 East Vina Del Mar stated that it is difficult to

develop under the Traditional Hotel District restrictions and suggested
alternative options for single family homes
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Chairman Friszolowski closed audience comments

Chairman Friszolowski suggested that after what the board heard

regarding this application they reconsider the height limit in order to make

it feasible for the development of transient accommodations in Passa

Grille and get the input from the community for what they would agree to

The board was in agreement

Member Holehouse made a motion to approve Ordinance No 2011

33 changing of Future Land Use designation for 1307 Gulf Way from

Residential High with the Resort Facilities Overlay to Residential Low

Medium The motion was seconded by Member Lehman and

approved by a unanimous roll call vote

b Ordinance No 201134 Changing of Zoning for 1307 Gulf Way
from THD to RLM 2

Ms Hartley stated that this ordinance is for the zoning change and there

was nothing further to add

Attorney Bacon stated that he had nothing further to add to his earlier

comments

Chairman Friszolowski called for audience comments

Mr Joe Caruso 1301 Gulf Way stated for the record that he objected to

Mr Holehousescomments and suggested that Mr Holehouse refrain
from being involved in the discussion regarding the Traditional Hotel

District and the Coconut Inn and suggested that Mr Holehouse resign
from the board

Member Lehman made a motion to approve Ordinance No 201134
changing of Zoning for 1307 Gulf Way from THD to RLM2 The
motion was seconded by Member Holehouse and approved by a

unanimous roll call vote

c Ordinance No 201137 Change of Future Land Use designation
for 701 Gulf Way from ROR to CRDEA

Senior Planner Catherine Hartley explained that this property is

immediately adjacent to the 8th Avenue Community Development Area
and for some reason during the adoption process this property was not

included Ms Harley pointed out that the property was renovated in 2005

and the number of units was reduced from 11 to 8 She explained that the

owners were under the impression that these were transient units when
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they purchased them and the Citys Business Tax Receipts lists this

property as apartments hotels and motels She advised that the owners

were not aware that these units could not be rented for ess than 30 days
She advised that one owner received a Notice of Violation from the Code
Enforcement Officer for renting less than 30 days which is why this

application is being considered for inclusion in the CRDEA

Attorney Deborah Martohue 2429 Central Avenue St Petersburg Florida
was present to represent the applicants Ms Martohue provided a packet
of information for the record and displayed photos of the property Ms

Martohue pointed out that the property was renovated in 2005 and the

number of units was reduced from 11 to 8 and the rezoning request will

not have any impact on city services because there were no proposed
changes to the structure or the lot She reviewed the time line for the

adoption process for the CRDEA District and stated that during that time

when the City obtained the mailing list from the Property Appraiser the

data base was not updated and did not include these unit owners so they
were not notified by the City

Attorney Martohue further explained that this is an extension of an already
existing district and would have no adverse impact on the neighborhood
because PassaGrille is a mixed used community of residential and

commercial uses Ms Martohue explained the criteria for granting a

rezoning Ms Martohue asked for approval by the board

Chairman Friszolowski called for audience comments

Mr David Bean 106 7t Avenue objected to the rezoning for transient use

in their residential neighborhood and stated that he and other owners sent

letters of objection to the board

Mr William Curry 111 7t Avenue objected to the rezoning and transient
use on 7t Avenue

Mr David Hammer 111 7t Avenue objected to the rezoning and transient

use in a residential neighborhood

After considerable discussion Attorney Martohue advised that the

applicants would agree to a minimum weekly rental of the units and a

development order agreeing to that stipulation

Member Lehman made a motion to approve Ordinance No 201137
changing of Future Land Use designation for 701 Gulf Way from ROR
to CRDEAwith the stipulation that the units are not rented out for
less than one week and that a development order be prepared to that
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effect The motion was seconded by Member Breitweiser and

approved by a 41 roll call vote with Member Jacoby voting no

d Ordinance No 201138 Change of Zoning Designation for 701 Gulf

Way from ROR to CRDEA

Senior Planner Hartley advised that this ordinance is for the zoning
change and she had no further comments

Attorney Martohue 2429 Central Avenue St Petersburg Florida
representing the applicant stated that she did not have any additional

information to add other than her remarks during the previous case

discussion

Mr David Bean 106 7th Avenue stated that a weekly rental limitation may

deal with some issues but there are other issues to consider when

allowing a hotel in a residential neighborhood He pointed out that when a

problem occurs there is no onsite manager to complain to so the only
option the residents have is to call the police

Mr Joe Caruso 1301 Gulf Way stated that he did not understand how a

property with no parking and no onsite manager can be designated as a

hotel and his property that has been a hotel for 80 years that has parking
and onsite management cannot get that same designation

Mr William Curry 111 7th Avenue inquired if this property is allowed to be

rented weekly can the other residents on 7th Avenue also rent out their
homes on a weekly basis

Mr David Howard 111 7th Avenue pointed out that all of the access to

this property is from 7th Avenue

Applicant Rob Kilgo 2416 Foxthead Way Clearwater Florida pointed
out that there is access to the property from Gulf Way

Attorney Martohue stated that she felt that the case has been made for

granting the rezoning under the criteria and asked for approval For the

record Ms Martohue advised that her clients agree to the stipulation and

development order

Member Lehman made a motion to approve Ordinance 201138
changing of zoning designation for 701 Gulf Way from ROR to CRD

EA with the stipulation that the units are not rented out for less than

one week and that a development order be prepared to that effect
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The motion was seconded by Member Breitweiser and approved by a

41 roll call vote with Member Jacoby voting no

Chairman Friszolowski called for a five minute recess at fi45 pm

Chairman Friszolowski reconvened the meeting atfi52 pmwith all

members present

e Ordinance No 201139 amending the 8th Avenue Special Area

Plan to add 701 Gulf Way to the map adding single family residential as a

permitted use and amend the allowable temporary lodging density from 30

to 50 units per acre

Senior Planner Hartley explained that when this ordinance went to the City
Commission for final reading the Commission asked staff to amend the

ordinance to remove the prohibition on single family homes and to amend

the units per acre from 30 units to 50 She also stated that 701 Gulf Way
is now included due to the zoning change granted at this hearing

Member Holehouse made a motion to approve Ordinance No 2011

39 amending the 8 Avenue Special Area Plan to add 701 Gulf Way
to the map adding single family residential as a permitted use and

amend the allowable temporary lodging density from 30 to 50 units

per acre The motion was seconded by Member Lehman and

approved by a unanimous roll call vote

f Ordinance 201140 Amending the text of the Future Land Use Plan
Element and the text of the Future Land Use Map Element in the

Comprehensive Plan to increase the permitted temporary lodging density
from 30 to 50 units per acre in the Community Redevelopment Area

Eighth Avenue Future Land Use designation

Member Holehouse made a motion to approve Ordinance 201140
amending the text of the Future Land Use Plan Element and the text

of the Future Land Use Map Element in the Comprehensive Plan to

increase the permitted temporary lodging density from 30 to 50 units

per acre in the Community Redevelopment Area Eighth Avenue
Future Land Use designation The motion was seconded by Member

Breitweiser

Chairman Friszolowski called for audience comments

Mr David Bean 106 7th Avenue stated that the Special Area Plans

objective is to maintain a residential character in PassaGrille and asked
that 701 Gulf Way be removed from this ordinance He stated that he

would be seeking legal assistance regarding this issue
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Attorney Martohue pointed out for the record that the district four City
Commissioner asked that the 30 units per acre be increased to 50 units

per acre and that change was not driven by her client

Chairman Friszolowski closed audience comments

Ms Hartley stated that it was the Commissioner who initiated the increase
in the units per acre

Chairman Friszolowski clarified that there are many objectives in the

Comprehensive Plan and that the entire plan has to be read to understand
atl of them He pointed out that another objective is to encourage mixed
use

The motion was approved by a unanimous roll call vote

3 Discussion Items

a Traditional Hotel District THD

Member Breitweiser requested that the Traditional Hotel District be placed
on the next meeting agenda for discussion The board was in agreement

Member Breitweiser requested that Ms Hartley clarify the setbacks and

buffering requirement for the rezoning of properties in PassaGrille Ms

Hartley agreed to provide that information at the next meeting

Ms Hartley pointed out that at a future meeting the board will be

considering amendments to the landscaping ordinance and Division 39

Design Standards

4 Adjournment

Being no further business to come before the board the meeting was

adjourned at 715pm

Attest

tl
R becca C Haynes Ci lerk

VV L
Ward F zo owski Chairman

Minutes Approved on


