
BEACH STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE MINUTES

November 18, 2020 - 9:00A.M.  

PRESENT:  Linda Borgia, Member
Janet Harris, Member
DanRothenberger, ViceChair
Lenny Stamos, Member

ABSENT:   Lynda LindFontana, Chair

ALSO PRESENT:   MikeClarke, Public Works Director
Ginny Keeter-Bodkin, Deputy CityClerk

1. Changes totheAgenda - Member Borgia asked toadd anitem regarding beach signs
added asiteml.).  Mr. Clarke stated that theCityManager asked toaddtwo items –  

theuseofplastic straws (m.) andplastic bags (n.).  

2. Audience Comments – There werenoaudience comments.  

3. a. Approval ofMinutes – 2/19/2020

Member Borgia moved andViceChair Rothenberger seconded theapproval of
theFebruary 19, 2020minutes aspresented; themotion passed unanimously.  

b. Election ofChair andViceChair

Member Borgia moved andMember Stamos seconded theappointment of Vice
Chair Rothenberger asChair. ViceChair Rothenberger accepted andthemotion
passed unanimously byvoice vote.  

Member Borgia moved and Chair Rothenberger seconded the appointment of
Member Stamos asViceChair. Member Stamos accepted andthemotion passed
unanimously byvoice vote.   

4. Action Items - There were noaction items.  

5. Discussion Items - Mr. Clarke provided updates onthefollowing items:  

ththa. Invasive plant removal alongdunes between 13 and14 Avenues - Many of
theplants havebeen pulled andproper permitting isinplace todoso. Staffaretrained to
identify specific plants andremove precisely.  

b. Dune Crossover Program - Thisprogram hasbeen suspended indefinitely
pending abeach nourishment project ledbyPinellas County and the ArmyCorpof
Engineers focusing onbeach resiliency andstorm mitigation.   

c. Restroom Improvements atPass-A-Grille - Theproject isnearly finished, and
restroom improvements havebegun atUpham Beach.  

d. Evaluating Possibility of Restricting Smoking onBeaches - SB670 - TheBill
haspassed intheSenate andhasmoved totheHouse. Per theCityManager’srequest, the
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Committee unanimously confirmed that theydowishtobring theirFebruary motion infavor
ofbanning smoking onthebeaches totheCityCommission inDecember orJanuary.  

e. 1stAvenue Fishing PierUpdate - TheCityCommission hasselected the
replacement style ofpier. Theexisting pierwillberemoved andreplaced almost asitisnow
withsome ADArequired upgrades. Itwillbeamonolithic concrete structure with astainless
steel railing; thiswill negate theneedtoreplace pilings inthefuture.   

f.  Merry Pier, 7thand11thAvenues Renovations Update - TheMerry Pier
sustained some damage during Tropical Storm Eta. Design forthereplacement isat100% and
acontractor isinplacereviewing thedrawings. Theconcessions maybeback inoperation in

ththFebruary orMarch ifscheduling moves well. The7 and11 Avenue Piersarebundled into
ththisproject. The11 Avenue pierwaslost inTSEtaandwillbeanew structure thatwill look

thesamewith some added ADA requirements.  

g. Pass-a-Grille WaySeawall 1stto12thAvenues Update - Thewall isolderand
inneedofrepairs; several blocks willbereplaced atthenewrequired height – thisshould be
approved bytheCityCommission inearlyDecember.  

h. Turtle Season Lights - Turning Back On - Itwasagood year; lights havebeen
turned off, butnow coming back on.  

i. Identification ofLights toChange toAmber andNotifications - Thelights on
stthPass-a-Grille Way from1 to12 Avenues onthebaysidearecurrently LEDwhite acorns,  

which areperceived astoobright; theCityCommission willconsider changing tolights that
areinawave length that turtles cannot seeinaSanibel typefixture tolessen thereachofthe
light.   

Eachyear theCity receives areport fromPinellas County inwhich they identify every
building and light thatshines onthebeach, potentially disorienting theseaturtles.  They are
largely onprivate property/condominiums. Discussion followed onmobilizing assistance to
make theowners aware andseeiftheywould bewilling tochanging toamber lights.  Mr.  
Clarke could arrange foradirect mailer tothese residences.  

Member Borgia moved andMember Stamos seconded, that theBeach Stewardship
Committee willprovide support toPublic Works infollowing uponamber light
notifications. Themotion passed unanimously.  

j. Consideration ofBicycles and/orMotorized/Electric Transport Vehicles on
Beach -  TheCommittee discussed prosandconsofwheeled vehicles onthebeach and
whether there isanexisting ordinance asnonecould belocated. Mr. Clarke asked forthe
Committee’srecommendation absent anordinance.    

Member Borgia moved andViceChair Stamos seconded that theBeach Stewardship
Committee recommend totheCityCommission thatbicycles andallwheeled
conveyances, including motorized, beprohibited fromuse onthebeaches. Themotion
passed unanimously byavoice vote.  
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Member Stamos added that thisshould befast-tracked ifnotalready intheCodeof
Ordinances andsignage should follow.   

k. Research withFDEP toDetermine What Permits ExistonGulf Sand - Mr.  
Clarke explained thatsome businesses arepermitted, by the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection ( FDEP), toshape thesand, including dunes. Therecent storm
highlighted thefragility ofthesand anddunes intheevent ofwater threats. Manpower, time
anddiligence willberequired toevaluate whoholds whatpermits, what thepermits allow and
make decisions based onthat information.   

Chair Rothenberger moved andMember Borgia seconded that theBeach Stewardship
Committee willsupport theCity inevaluation oftheFDEP permits onthebeaches tothe
maximum oftheirability. Themotion passed unanimously byavoicevote.  

l. Beach Signs ( added item) - Member Borgia reported thatsigns atUpham
ththBeach sayrestroom available at10 and16 Avenues, which ismisleading. Beach regulation

signsarenotwellplaced. Mr. Clarkewill takeonhaving thesigns updated andmoved to
more suitable locations.  

m. UseofPlastic Straws (added)   

Member Borgia moved andMember Harris seconded thattheBeach Stewardship
Committee would endorse aplastic strawbanonthebeaches. Themotion passed
unanimously byavoicevote.  

n. UseofPlastic Bags (added)  

ViceChair Stamos moved andMember Harris seconded that theBeach Stewardship
Committee would encourage theCityCommission toconsider abanonsingle useplastic
bags.  Themotion passed unanimously byavoicevote.  

Other Business - Mr. Clarke reported that inthecoming weeks, therewillbeastation
going upatUpham Beach withcontainers encouraging people tofillthemwith trashandput
inthegarbage.  

6. Adjournment - There being nofurther business before theCommittee, themeeting was
adjourned at10:20AM.        

These minutes wereapproved attheFebruary 17, 2021 Beach Stewardship Committee
meeting.  


