BEACH STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING
CITY OF ST. PETE BEACH
COMMISSION CHAMBERS

155 Corey Avenue
St. Pete Beach, FL 33706

Wednesday, May 15, 2024
9:00 AM

Call to Order
Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call

REGULAR MEETING AMENDED AGENDA
(Amended as to title of item 5g.)

Presentations -
a. Dune Savers project - Deborah Rothenberger
b. Beach Ambassador program - Lisa Reich, Coastal Wildlife Advocacy Group

Approval of the Agenda -

Action Request: Motion to approve the May 15, 2024 agenda.

Audience Comments -

Comments shall be limited to three minutes for general or agenda items. Please complete a
comment card and submit it to the Clerk. Once you are called, please come to the podium and
state your name and address for the record.

Action Items -
a. Approval of Minutes - February 21, 2024

b. Election of Committee Officers 2024-25

Sec. 22-306. - Election of officers; conduct of meetings.

(a) The beach stewardship committee shall annually, at the first meeting held following the
appointment of members, organize by electing a chairman and vice-chairman and such
other officers as may be necessary from among its members.

2023-24 Officers: Chair Dan Rothenberger; Vice Chair John Kurzman

Requested Action:
Motion to APPOINT as the Committee Chair for 2024-25 Fiscal Year.
Motion to APPOINT as the Committee Vice Chair for 2024-25 Fiscal Year.
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5. Items for Discussion -
a. Beach Stewardship receiving information related to their responsibilities
b. Beach deeds and public right to the beach
c. Fees and permits for businesses and construction on the beach
d. Sargussum threat at St. Pete Beach

e. Beach Ordinance status update, changes from the current ordinance with
highlights on new changes since the last review - Matthew McConnell,
Assistant City Attorney and Jennifer McMahon, COO

f. Smoking, alcohol consumption and fishing (specific to sharks) on the beach
- Jennifer McMahon, COO

g. Commercial operations on the beach

h. Report on beach re-nourishment activities - Mike Clarke, Public Works
Director provided a link: https://pinellas.gov/projects/pass-a-grille-beach-
nourishment/

i. Update on new approved walkovers, report on construction progress until
completion, any new projects or work on the beach - Mike Clarke, Public
Works Director

j. Awareness of our beach rules (Know the Code) - in collaboration with the
Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber, a 'Protect the Beach' campaign produced the
Enjoy the Beach cards distributed to all local businesses (sample hard copy)

k. CUP approvals concerning the beach/CCCL line; authority for decision-
making, requirement for dune restoration and responsibility for long term
management/maintenance of these requirements - Brandon Berry, Senior
Planner

1. Pinellas County sea oats giveaway; how to promote this to property owners
m. Beach Quarterly Report - 1 Jan to 31 March, 2024

6. Adjournment - Next meeting August 21, 2024 -

APPEAL: In accordance with 286.0105, Florida Statute (Notices of meetings and hearings must advise
that a record is required to appeal), if a person decides to appeal any decision made by this committee,
board, agency, or commission with respect to any matter considered at this meeting or hearing, he or she
will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a
verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which
the appeal is to be based.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA): In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act and Florida Statutes, if any person with a disability defined by the ADA needs special accommodation
to participate in this proceeding, then not later than two business days prior to the proceeding, he or she
should contact City Hall at (727) 367-2735.

The public is cordially invited to attend this meeting.
All agenda material is available for review at City Hall or www.stpetebeach.org.
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DRAFT BEACH STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE MINUTES
February 21, 2024 - 9:00 A.M.

PRESENT: Dan Rothenberger, Chair
John Kurzman, Vice Chair
Brad Panek, Member
Jon Stevens, Member
Michael Welch, Member

STAFF PRESENT: Matthew McConnell, Assistant City Attorney
Ayako Ruckdeschel, Beach Manager
Ariana Wilson, Admin. Assistant — Clerk’s Office
Jennifer McMahon, Chief Operating Officer

Chair Rothenberger called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM.

1. Presentations

a. Committee Members — Welcome and Farewell
Chair Rothenberger recognized Commissioners Marriott and Rzewnicki and thanked them for
their service and time dedicated as members of this Board. He welcomed new Board members
Jon Stevens and Brad Panek. They each gave brief introductions.

b. Ocean Rescue Alliance — Building the First Ever Shoreline Snorkel Reef

Shelby Thomas, CEO, and founder of Ocean Rescue Alliance International (ORAI) gave a
short presentation to the Board, the presentation is made part of the record. Ms. Thomas stated
ORALI is a Marine Conservation Restoration nonprofit mostly based in South Florida but
looking to expand to the West Coast. They focus on building artificial infrastructure for
different biological purposes. She reviewed the importance of coral reefs and some of the
current problems reefs face today. ORAI has created artificial reefs that are made of eco-
friendly materials. She stated they’ve been working with Pinellas County to designate some
sites where they can place their projects and hope to work with the City in the future as well.

A brief Q&A took place.

2. Approval of the Agenda —
Vice Chair Kurzman requested to add the following items under Items for Discussion:
e Urgent matters before the City Commission which would have an impact on City
Beaches to include a toolkit.
e Formalize what was discussed at the last Beach Stewardship Meeting (Inputs and
outputs).
e A request to the City Commission for an analysis of deeds and surveys to determine
ownership rights of ways and access ways.

Chair Rothenberger stated Vice Chair Kurzman’s second requested item is on the agenda as
Item 5.a.

Assistant City Attorney McConnell suggested Board members state what they would like to
see on the next agenda at the end of the meetings. He reminded the Board this is a Committee
agenda and that everything that is discussed should be as a whole Board, not individuals.
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Attorney McConnell stated Item 5.a. could cover many things including the suggestions Vice
Chair Kurzman made.

Vice Chair Kurzman moved, and Member Welch seconded the approval of the February
21, 2024 agenda with the additions of items 5b and 5c; the motion passed unanimously.

3. Audience Comments — None

4. Action Items

a. Approval of Minutes 11/15/2023

Member Welch moved, and Vice Chair Kurzman seconded the approval of the November
15, 2023 minutes as presented; the motion passed unanimously.

b. Qtr. 1 Beach Report (1 Oct — 31 Dec, 2023)
Ms. Ruckdeschel announced she would be including these beach reports at every meeting
going forward. She stated the reports cover some statistics of events that have occurred on the
beach as well as some meetings that involve the beach. She stated some of the statistics came
directly from the Pinellas County Sherift’s Office.

A brief Q&A took place.

5. ltems for Discussion

a. Beach Stewardship Committee — Resolution Regarding Concerns Affecting Our
Beaches

Attorney McConnell stated he worked closely with the Historic Preservation Board and they
recently had a Resolution adopted. He suggested that if the Beach Stewardship Committee is
interested in something like this, they meet more than their regularly scheduled quarterly
meetings. He stated the Board can initiate a proposed Ordinance to change and add to the
powers and duties in the Code of Ordinances, however, Ordinances are required to be
advertised and have two public readings that ultimately are adopted by the City Commission.
A Resolution can be passed with one reading, it's not codified in the code it would be
codified on the City's website under rules and regulations on the Beach Stewardship
Committee page and it can be as broad or as narrow as the Board chooses. Attorney
McConnell stated that the Historic Preservation Board had a checklist of 12-13 items they
wanted to review to ensure that the character of the historic district and other contributing
structures was maintained. If this Board can find a purpose for the proposed Resolution, he
can dedicate time to meet with the Board and help guide and prepare a Resolution to present
to the City Commission.

Member Stevens stated he watched the last Beach Stewardship Committee meeting and from
what he understood the Board wanted to see how they could become more informed and
more involved in communications regarding the beach.

Attorney McConnell reviewed the code and what is required from everyone on the Board. He
reminded the members that this Board will never be able to say yes/no, they will only be able
to make recommendations.
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Vice Chair Kurzman clarified that they would want to be informed of anything that would go
in front of the City Commission regarding the beach.

Ms. McMahon provided some background on the process of getting the Resolution approved
for the Historic Preservation Board. She also provided an example to the Board to get a better
understanding of what is being requested. Tradewinds needs to move a firepit for an event
they have coming up. She informed the Board this is something the Fire Marshall is handling
since it is in her purview. She asked if this was something they would want to come in front of
them.

The Board clarified this is not something they would want to see. Member Stevens suggested
the Board come up with an “All Things Beach” menu to see what they would want brought to
them.

Ms. McMahon suggested they have a workshop or add this as a formal item to the next
agenda.

Vice Chair Kurzman asked if Ms. McMahon could provide examples of what is provided to
the City Commission regarding the beach.

Ms. McMahon will compile a list of items that go in front of the City Commission and
potential workshop dates.

A brief discussion on the status of the Beach Ordinance ensued.

Attorney McConnell asked the Clerk’s Office to help with a poll for 3-4 dates before the next
meeting to go over what is uncovered in Ms. McMahon's list if it is not placed as an agenda
item.

b. 2/21/2024 City Commission Meeting — Added
Vice Chair Kurzman stated he wanted to add this item since he had previously mentioned at
one of the hearings that he thought the Beach Stewardship Committee should provide input to
the City Commission before decisions are made. He provided a handout where he highlighted
every time the Beach is mentioned in the Resolution of the Sirata CUP. This is made part of
the record.

Vice Chair Kurzman moved, and Member Welch seconded to have a representative
from the Beach Stewardship Committee attend and make public comment at tonight’s
2/21/2024 City Commission Meeting. The motion carried 4-1, with Chair Rothenberger
voting no.

The Board reviewed the listed conditions for the Sirata CUP with Attorney McConnell to
identify what the Committee wanted to comment on as a whole.

Vice Chair Kurzman stated he would be in attendance and would make a public comment at
tonight's City Commission meeting, which would state the Beach Stewardship Committee
agrees with the conditions.
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Attorney McConnell stated that Vice Chair Kurzman could not make a public comment as a
Beach Stewardship representative agreeing with the conditions and then make a public
comment as a resident disagreeing.

Given that no other members could be in attendance, Member Stevens suggested the Board
members reach out to each of their Commissioners via email stating that the Board reviewed
the conditions and agreed with them instead of making the public comment as a whole.

c. Deeds and Surveys — Added
Vice Chair Kurzman stated he added this item to revisit a project that Ms. McMahon and
former City Manager Rey were working on. They had a map where they were trying to show
where they were planning on having beach access points. Vice Chair Kurzman stated he also
drafted a document with easements and some maps he grabbed from Google where there are
differences. He is interested in seeing what the deeds say about property lines.

Vice Chair Kurzman moved to request the City Commission ask the professional and
the staff to put together the surveys from Upham to the County beach where there
appear to be no currently recognized beach access points and collect the deeds west of
Gulf Blvd. including the exception pages and make them available to the Beach
Stewardship Committee for review. The motion died for a lack of second.

Attorney McConnell stated Vice Chair Kurzman is referring to the CCNA contracts, it’s a
statute that local governments must abide by when soliciting certain contractors.

d. Public Comment Received — Added
Ms. Ruckdeschel discussed the public comment that was received from Mr. Malinowski
before today's meeting and addressed the questions that were listed in his comment.

Ms. Ruckdeschel requested that Ms. Thomas with ORAI come back with specifics of where a
future project could take place in St. Pete Beach.

6. Adjournment — Next meeting will be May 15, 2024.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:29 AM.

These minutes will be considered for approval at the May 15, 2024, Beach Stewardship
Committee meeting.
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BEACH REPORT
1 Jan — 31 Mar, 2024

Activity

Hotelier meeting (8 Jan)

Beach cleanups (6-23 Jan)

Dune Savers Outreach (12 Jan)

KPB meeting for coastal Planting Funds (18 Jan)
Beach cleanups (2-3-8 Feb)

KPB Awards — Outstanding City Partner (9 Feb)
Beach Stewardship meeting (21 Feb)

PCI meeting with GM (26 Feb)

Beach cleanups (2-16-30 Mar)

Installed new toy box at PAG (2 Mar)

Hotelier meeting (11 Mar)

Suncoast Shorebird Partnership meeting (19 Mar)
Safety Committee webinar (27 Mar)

Weddings & Special Events

January 2024 weddings 6
Tropical Treasure Hunt (4 Jan)

SPB Classic (12-14 Jan)

Mind Travel Silent concert (27 Jan)

February 2024 weddings 22
PAG Spring concert (1 Feb)

Mastry’s Mini Market (3 Feb)

Mardi Gras Block Party (13 Feb)

PAG Spring concert (15 Feb)

Mind Travel Silent concert (22 Feb)

PAG Spring concert (29 Feb)

March 2024 weddings 20
PAG Spring concert (14 Mar)

St. Patrick’s Day Block Party (16 Mar)

Mind Travel Silent concert (23 Mar)

PCSO Violations

January 2024
Citations: 1

Dog Off Leash — 1
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Warnings: 8
e Dogon Beach -8

February 2024
Citations: 0

Warnings: 10
Alcohol on Beach — 1

e Dog Off Leash -2

e Dogon Beach—5

e Glass on Beach - 2
March 2024
Citations: 0
Warnings: 174

e Alcohol on Beach — 113
Dog on Beach — 26

Dog Off Leash — 4
Electric Bike on Beach — 3
Glass on Beach — 22

On Dunes — 2

e Sleeping on Beach - 4
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